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Earlier this half term we sent out an attendance 
and punctuality letter. This continues to be a 

high priority in school due to the high            
correlation between high attendance and good 
progress. A key focus this year is on the number 
of term time holidays that children are taking.                

We are unable to authorise any holidays      
unless in extremely rare & exceptional cases. 

Attendance so far: 95.1% 

2017-18 Target: 96% 

Our last newsletter of 2017 - we say it all the time but this term has just flown by! School has been a        
vibrant, exciting  place full of fun and energy! 
The whole school recently engaged in a writing week linked to the ‘Croc and Bird’ picture 
book by Alexis Deacon which was a great success. The school became a building of         
intrigue and mystery as eggs were found in school and children started predicting where 
they had come from and what might happen next. It was fantastic to see the progression 
of the children’s writing from Nursery to Year 2 and the quality of the writing the children        
produced was exceptional. The children’s writing and artwork are now displayed in the 
Year One corridor.  
 

Since the start of December we have been promoting our Reverse Advent idea with staff and parents    
donating different items rather than receiving them. All items have been collected by Charles Thompson 
Mission who wanted me to thank you so much for your generosity. As the saying goes - kindness is magic. 
 

This week the children walked to their Christingle service at St Mary’s Church. Members of the church in 
attendance and even a pedestrian stopped me to say how much of a credit the children are to us all. I hope 
you join me in feeling extremely proud of the sensible and mature children that we have in our school. 
 

The Christmas productions have now come to an end and have been a resounding success. 
Nursery’s singing was simply beautiful, the FS2 children enjoyed the workshop activities 
with their grown ups and the KS1 children’s performance of ‘Lights Camel Action’ was     
possibly the best ever! It has been lovely to hear how much parents have enjoyed them. As 
you know during these performances we have been  collecting for Alder Hey  - a wonderful 
place which a number of our children have visited this year and will be visiting in the new 
year too. You managed to raise a generous £500. You should feel incredibly proud of what 
you have achieved for different charities throughout the school year. Thank you. 

 

Have a relaxing family Christmas and everyone at Overchurch Infant School wishes you and your families 

a very successful and healthy 2018.  Mr S Elliott  
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Nursery  

Nursery have had a busy, busy half 
term learning, growing and having lots 
of fun! We have enjoyed Julia          
Donaldson rhyming stories and have 
even told our own version of the story 
using a story map! 
 
 

 
We were all very egg-cited by the   
arrival of two strange eggs and waited 
very patiently for one to hatch! We 
welcomed Cooper the Croc after a 
whole week of waiting and guessing. 
Nursery had lots of ideas about who 
might be inside the egg including   
spiders, unicorns and reindeers! 
 

 
Celebrations have been our focus and 
the children have loved all things 
spooky, bonfire night and the lead up 
to Christmas!  Our Christmas sing along 
was a huge success thanks to the    
wonderful children who performed 
beautifully to their grown ups! 
 

Foundation Stage 2 

This half term Reception have shown a 
lot of interest in reading books written 
by Julia Donaldson. Did the Big Bad 
Mouse come into the classroom? Did 
the witch have room on her broom for 
all the characters in the story? The 
children made maps, wrote speech 
bubbles and learnt how to add and 
take away using the broomstick and 
lots of animals.  

 The children were also lucky enough to 
find 2 large eggs which were left in 
their classroom. Over the week, they 
checked the eggs, made predictions 
and cared for their eggs until they   
finally disappeared. A small trail of 
strangle blue feathers and   footprints 
lead the children to the story of Croc 
and Bird.  
 

 This half term Reception also            
welcomed the lovely surprise of snow 
during school hours. Everyone was very 
excited to dress warm and venture out 
into the playground to explore their 
senses, write their names in the snow 
and experiment with ice in the water 
trays. 

Year One 

This term we have really enjoyed    

looking at the book ‘Lost and Found’ by 

Oliver Jeffers. We have written our 

own non-fiction books about penguins 

as we have learnt a lot of interesting 

facts about them. 

 

 

We enjoyed our visit from Hi 

Impact and our Now Press Play 

session as the introduction to 

our Great Fire of London topic. 

Next half term we will continue 

this topic in DT by designing 

and making our own houses. 

 

 

 

Our Maths work has improved lots this 

half term. We enjoyed looking at part 

part whole methods to help us add and 

subtract. This is something we will look 

at again in the Spring Term. 

Year Two 

We have thoroughly enjoyed finding out 
about toys during our topic this half term. 
We explored toys from the past,            
interviewing people at home about the 
toys they played with - we even had the 
chance to play with Mrs. Lilliot’s puppets 
and visit the Overchurch Toy Museum! 

 

Our Power of Reading text    
introduced us to Traction Man – 
a toy superhero who performs 
heroic deeds, rescuing       
household items who have 
found themselves in trouble! 

Each class created their own versions of a Traction Man 
story, before designing and making vehicles for him to 
save the day with!  

Finally, this led us to looking at other real 
and fictional heroes, including finding out 
more about Florence Nightingale and the 
impact she had on our lives today. We 
had a fantastic day using ‘Now Press Play’ 
where the children were immersed in the 
life story of Florence through imaginative 
story telling & drama activities. 
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APPEAL FOR HONOR  
 

As you will be aware this month we 

have raising money for Honor’s       
operation through some staff running 

in the Santa Dash and the children 

taking part in their own Sponsored 
Dash. The response has been       

overwhelming and our school has now 

raised over £5,000. 

This is truly breath-taking and shows 
how special the children, parents and 

staff of our school are.  
As a result of this Honor can have 

her operation! It is wonderful to see 
what can be achieved when everyone 

works together towards a common 

goal and one as deserving as this. 
Please see the message from Honor’s 

mum accompanying the newsletter.  

YOU ARE AMAZING! 

 

Premier Sports  

Spring Clubs 
 

In January we are again offering after 

school clubs: 

On Tuesdays, Year 1 children can attend 

Multi-Sports.  

On Wednesdays, Gymnastics is also availa-

ble for children in Year 2.  

On Thursdays, FS2 children can enjoy 

Gymnastics.  

A text message will be sent out in the first 

week back to enable you to book online. 

Clubs start week beginning 15th January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reverse Advent Calendar has been a 

massive success! 

 Lots of gifts, food and clothing have been  

donated to Charles Thompson Mission and 

generous acts like this are what Christmas 

time is all about.  

Another massive THANK YOU to everyone 

who donated – you have made a difference 

to someone’s Christmas. 

 

 

 
 

“To Thomas my great grandfather, thank 
you for protecting us”  (Thomas) 

“We respect people who died in the war 
and wear poppies for them” (Jack) 

“Thank you for keeping us safe” (Karl) 

On Friday 10th November the year 2 classes 
walked to Upton War Memorial.  
This enabled the children to reflect on our history 
and at 11 O’Clock took part in a 2 minute silence. 
Thank you to all the parents and grandparents 
who joined us.  This not only reinforced our focus 
on ‘Poppy’ our Respect superhero but helped to 
make an important piece of history real for the 
children. The children planted crosses and       
afterwards wrote prayers about those who lost 
their lives in wars including some of their families. 
As a school we have been selected to run a programme written by Save the        
Children; Families Connect. This programme will begin running after the Christmas 
holidays with Mrs Williams and will initially be open to all Reception parents       
although it is hoped we can roll it out across the school after the initial launch. 
The Families Connect programme is designed to support parents with supporting 
their children at home with Reading, Writing, Maths and Emotional needs. 
We will be holding an informal coffee morning to find out more about the           
programme as a whole on Thursday 11th and Friday 12th January at 9am in the   
community room. All parents are welcome to attend. 
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ABSENCES / HOLIDAYS 

Please inform us before 9am on your child’s first day of absence.  Absences which are 
not explained will result in a letter home and the possibility of it being recorded as    
unauthorised.  Any unusual patterns of absence and frequent ‘lates’ will also result in   
a letter home. 

In line with Government policy we are no longer allowed to 
authorise holidays in term time.  Exceptional circumstances 
will be very rare and a disregard for this policy may result in 
a fixed penalty fine.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the group of parents who          

supported the Provision Review conducted by 

Mr. Newman and Mrs. Isaacs from the Junior 

school. The results of which will be used to   

support pupils with additional needs throughout 

our school. We are very proud of our school and 

were thrilled to hear all the positive feedback, 

particularly how welcoming school is and how 

the parents involved felt able to speak to all 

staff about their children. We hope this will   

continue in the future. If you have any concerns 

about your child having any additional needs, 

please speak to your class teacher or arrange a 

meeting with Mr. Newman via the school office.  

Does your child have special 

educational needs or a       

disability? If so, are you 

aware of the ‘Local Offer’?  

Search for Wirral Local Offer or follow on social 

media to find out how the Local Offer can     

support you and your family.  

@lowirral 

 

@lowirral 

DIARY DATES 
Christmas Holiday  

Friday 22nd December - Monday 8th  

January  

School starts again on  

Tuesday 9th January 
 

Half Term 
Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd 

February 

School Starts again on 

Monday 26th February  
 

Spring Break  
Friday 3oth March - Friday 13th April  

Please be considerate 

when dropping off and 

collecting children from 

school. Our neighbours 

need access to and from 

their houses and we need 

to respect them.  

I am sure you can understand how  

frustrating and irritating it is for our 

neighbours when people park selfishly and 

they cannot leave their property. 

Please do not obstruct driveways or park 

in locations which cause inconvenience to 

local residents.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 


