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We are half-way through the Summer Term already!  It has been a particularly busy half-term for our Y2 
children as they took the tests/quizzes introduced by the government.  However with these increased  
expectations, the End of Key Stage One tests have proven to be a good ‘test’ of the children’s mindset 
and resilience.  We fail to see any  value in formally testing young children yet I must say it showed the 
real character of our children and they should be very proud of themselves. They remained determined to 
try their hardest, even when they found some of the questions difficult, and they stuck to our                    
instructions of  ‘be the best you can be’.  They also enjoyed their reward of an ice lolly in the sun too! 
Next half-term the Y1 children will undertake the Phonic Screening Test and I know they will approach 
this with the same resolve. 
 

Next month our new school website will be launched with a new layout that is easier to navigate to get 
the information you need. Parents will receive a text when the website goes live and, as always, your 
feedback is most welcome. 
 

The PTA continue to do an amazing job in raising money for the school with their fantastic ideas and   
proactivity. ‘Freezy Fridays’ are now back and, despite a freezer malfunction two weeks ago, these have 
been extremely well supported by parents - thank you. The Summer Fair is being organised for Saturday 
23rd June and if you feel you could offer to help in any way at all, from carrying chairs to manning a stall, 
please mention it to the school office. The PTA rely on volunteers and even a few extra bodies would 
make a massive difference to the smooth running of the day. 
 

At this time of year children and parents start to focus on the future and what September will bring. For 
Reception and Year 1 children this is the excitement of finding out their new teacher and classroom as 
they move year groups. For Year 2 children it is adjusting to life in a new school. No matter  the year 
group this can be an anxious time. From informal meetings to building relationships with the new teacher 
to taking photographs and creating books/videos of the new class, we do everything to make this         
transition as smooth as possible. 
 

Please take time to look over the diary dates on the back of the newsletter for events such as Sports Day, 
Leavers Assembly and Open Afternoons next half-term. Have an enjoyable week in the sun! 

                                                                                 S Elliott  Headteacher 

OVERCHURCH INFANT SCHOOL 

Summer 2018 

2018-19 TERM DATES 

A few weeks ago you will have received the term dates for 
the next academic year which include the five INSET days 
which are identical to the Junior School. 

 Please ensure that all family members who                          
may book holidays know these dates!  

 

If you need another copy of the term dates or have any   
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the School Office. 
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Nursery  

The children have learned a lot about growth and change 
this half term. They have watched our 
caterpillars and have observed how they 
become butterflies. Their names were all 
voted for by the children so please     
welcome Pom Pom, Tiddles, Jonny, Dax 
and Doug! The children planted seeds 
and grew cress too. The children even 
showed their parents how to plant a 
seed at drop ins.  
We hope your sunflowers are flourishing at home! 

 
We have also been learning how to   
balance, climb and manage our own 
risks (in a safe environment) both     
indoors and out. The children have lots 
of resilience and determination and are 
wonderful at setting up their own     
obstacle courses now too!  
 

Our local environment has also been part of our learning. 
The children have walked to the 
park and have made and used 
maps to show what they know! 
We have also explored a map of 
the Wirral and the children have 
spotted the places that they have 
visited.  

Foundation Stage 2 

This half term has been very exciting. 

It began with our class toys going on 

an adventure with pirates! We drew 

maps, wrote messages in bottles and 

learned a pirate song.   

 

 

Over the last few weeks we have been 

lucky enough to watch our tiny         

caterpillars grow and turn into a    

chrysalis, emerging as beautiful   

butterflies.  In maths we have learned 

about doubling, halving, shapes and 

subtraction.   

 

We have also celebrated the Royal 

Wedding, preparing food and having a 

“garden party”. Last but not least, we 

went to the farm and had a tiring but       

AMAZING time! We experienced a 

cow being milked, had a tractor ride 

and even watched a ferret race! 

Year One 

Year One were lucky enough to explore the 
world through the eyes of the alien Beegu 
in English this half term. They learned all 
about structuring their own stories          
featuring Beegu and including noun phrases 
to make their writing more exciting. They 
have also been sharing their amazing 
knowledge of dinosaurs and creating their 

very own information booklets. 
 
We have been challenging ourselves in 
Maths this half term learning how to 
multiply and divide. We have used 
everyday objects to explore the      
concept of arrays and have been    
sharing equally with our friends to 
help with our understanding of       
division. We have also experimented 
with fractions by halving shapes and dividing different 
quantities into a variety of containers. It's been great fun. 

 
Our trip to St Mary's to help celebrate 
their 150th birthday was very exciting as 
we listened to different stories and      
enjoyed learning about the history of the 
church. We also loved seeing our fabulous 
artwork up in church. 

Year Two 

This half term, we have enjoyed learning about the story 
‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. We wrote  
postcards replying to the different 
crayons exploring  the feelings of the 
different characters. We also created 
a range of different art using crayons 
as the base material: melting,      
scraping, drawing and covering the 
crayon to produce different pieces of art to great success.   

We have also been learning about how 
much of the technology around us is 
programmable! We discovered what 
algorithms are before writing our own 
to help us with division and drawing 
activities. We applied this knowledge to 
programming BeeBots and games such 
as A.L.E.X and Scratch Jnr.   

Our classrooms have had some additional visitors with 
each class having 10 caterpillars to 
nurture and observe as they      
develop into butterflies. As well as 
creatively naming them (!) we have 
watched as they grew, turned into 
chrysalis, before finally hatching as 
butterflies. After a few days observation and feeding, we 
released them back into nature.   
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
 

After half-term we are offering 
the following after school clubs: 
 

*Tuesdays -  Year 1 
*Wednesdays - Year 2 
*Thursdays - FS2 
 

The focus of all the clubs will be          
Summer Games both in the hall 
and hopefully outside! 
A text message will be sent out in 
the first week back to enable you to 
book and pay online. 

SAFE SUN! 
Hopefully next half term we will be lucky 

enough to enjoy a prolonged period of sunshine! If we 
do it is important that children learn about staying 
safe in the sun. In school we encourage children to 

wear a sun hat (if it shades the neck it’s even      
better!) whenever they are outdoors.  We have a   
limited number of spare hats kept for Foundation 
Stage children if they are working outside and have 
not brought their own.  

Following our own risk assessments, sunglasses 
are not allowed for safety reasons. Ideally children 
should come to school wearing high factor ‘once a 
day application’ suncream which has been applied at 
home in the morning. This ensures the children are 
covered and safe for the day. Unfortunately staff are 
unable to reapply suncream to children during the 
school day. 

INFANT PROMS 

On Tuesday 12th June, our Year Two     
children will be joining Year Two children 
from the other five Infant Schools on the 
Wirral for a special Infant Proms event at 

Wallasey Town Hall.  

They will be joined by the Deputy Mayor 
and will sing a variety of British songs     

including “Rule Britannia”, “Land of Hope 
and Glory” and “There’ll Always Be An    

England”.  

It will also celebrate the diversity and   
cultural differences in modern day Britain. 

HEAD LICE 
 

This can be a very delicate subject - head lice are 
the second most communicable health issue 

amongst children – the first is the common cold.  
 

To treat head lice effectively, you need to remove 
not only all the lice, but all the nits as well to break 
an infestation. If not the nits hatch, mature, mate, 
they lay eggs, those eggs mature, hatch and so on. 
The information out there on how to get rid of nit 
and head lice is not always that clear!  

Head lice are genetically programmed to move from 
one head to another – they are destined to move to 
someone else in the family or to a friend. An adult 
louse can really move - they can crawl 23 cm in a 
minute!  

However unless everyone proactively addresses this 
problem our actions alone won’t stop them!  I am 
therefore asking ALL parents to check their child’s 
hair over the Whit holiday and apply suitable     
treatment if necessary.  Thank you. 

Premier Sport Summer Camps 
* 25th July - 27th July  
* 30th July - 3rd August 
* 6th - 10th August 
* 13th - 17th August 
* 20th - 24th August 
* 28th August - 31st August 

We are pleased to announce that Premier Sports are running holiday camps again during the 
Summer holidays. These have been extremely successful in the past and anticipate high         

demand! To book a place please visit their website www.premiersports.co.uk  
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ABSENCES / HOLIDAYS 

Please inform us before 9am on your child’s first day of absence.  Absences which are not 

explained will result in a letter home and the possibility of it being recorded as unauthorised.  

Any unusual patterns of absence and frequent ‘lates’ will also result in a letter home. 

In line with Government policy we are no longer allowed to authorise holidays in term time.  

Exceptional circumstances will be very rare and a disregard for this policy may result 

in a fixed penalty fine.  

Summer Term Diary Dates 
 

Whit Break 

Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 
 

School starts again  

Monday 4th June 
 

Y1 Phonics Screening  

Monday 11th - Friday 15th June 
 

Welcome to New Nursery Parents 

Tuesday 12th June 
 

Welcome to New FS2 Parents 

Tuesday 19th June 
 

Sports Day 

Wednesday 20th June 

Wednesday 27th June (reserve date) 
 

Class Photographs 

Thursday 21st June 
 

Reports out to Parents 

Monday 25th June 
 

Open Afternoons 

Monday 9th July (Y1) 

Tuesday 10th July (Y2) 

Thursday 12th July (FS2) 
 

Y2 Leavers Assembly 

Monday 23rd July 2pm 
 

School Closes 

Tuesday 24th July 

Last week the work on our new playground       
development started. This exciting project will 

increase the physical development of the          
children. This work should be completed by        

mid-June and the children cannot wait to start 
using it and develop their core strength!  

 

Please note however that children should not 
climb on this equipment at the beginning or end 
of the day as there is no one supervising them or 

ensuring their safety. School cannot be held    
responsible for accidents during these times. 

 

As with all Health & Safety matters, if you see   
anything at all that you are concerned about 

please phone the school on 0151 677 3335 (during 
school hours) or mention it to a member of staff 

when dropping off or collecting your child.  
Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
 

Tickets for the circus on Sunday 22nd July are 

selling fast and the family ticket offer (4 people) 

can still be purchased for £28 until Friday 8th 

June. 

This year’s Summer Fair is Saturday 23rd June. 

More information will be sent out after half-

term. As always any help you can offer would 

be greatly appreciated. 


