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ATTENDANCE 

Due to the high correlation between high attendance and good progress, attendance remains 
a high priority in school. A key focus this year is on the number of term time holidays that   

children are taking. The latest guidance from the Local Authority to schools is that                     
Fixed Penalty Notices are to be served to families when: 

*the child has 10 sessions (5 days) of unauthorised leave of absence in term time 

*the child has taken leave of absence without requesting authorisation from school 

*the child arrives late after the registers are closed on 10 or more occasions in one term  
  

WE ARE UNABLE TO AUTHORISE ANY HOLIDAYS UNLESS IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Welcome to the first half-termly newsletter of the new academic year! 
This half term has certainly been an exciting one. We welcomed our new Reception and Nursery children into 
school as we learn about their personalities, their interests, and how they learn best. Thank you for working with 
us in settling them into the routines of school life.  
 It was great seeing so many of you attend the Parent Evenings this week and discuss your child’s progress so far 
this year. There is also the opportunity for the children to proudly show you their classrooms and look at their 
learning so far during the open afternoons in November. 
 

As we look again to next half-term and Christmas, we start to think about what we can give and 
do for others. This year we are supporting the work of Charles Thompson Mission and their 
Christmas Rucksack Appeal with the aim of ensuring every homeless person in the local area  
receives a gift this Christmas. All shoeboxes and bags of donated items will be collected by 7th 
December. More information about what you can donate is on the back of this newsletter along 
with the dates for all our festive events to give you as much notice as possible. In the words of 
Charles Thompson Mission: “Let’s make our homeless feel loved this Christmas” 

With this newsletter you will find a letter regarding a vacancy we have for a parent governor in school. Please read 
the letter and if you feel you are able to commit the time and have the necessary skill set, please return your    
nomination by Friday 2nd November. 
 

As we finish for the half term we will be seeing a number of changes to our school office admin team. Firstly, we 
have to say a very sad goodbye to Mrs McCulloch who has been successful in gaining a new post within the local 
authority. Mrs McCulloch started with us in January 2014 and very quickly became  an integral part of the office 
team. Even though we will all miss her warm smile and bubbly personality greatly, I am sure you will join with me 
in wishing her well in the new exciting chapter she is about to embark on. Secondly, we would like to welcome our 
new school business manager Mrs Smith together with our new data officer Mr McCarthy who will be starting in 
school after the half term. Both are coming to us from other Wirral schools and with a wealth of experience. I am 
sure that you will get to know their faces very quickly... 
 

If you ever have any queries or worries, please do not hesitate to contact the office or talk to the class teacher. We 
pride ourselves on our open door policy and our strong relationships with parents.                                                    

Hoping you all have a lovely half term break.                                                                       Mr S Elliott (Headteacher)
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Nursery  
In nursery we are so proud of how well the      
children have settled in this half term! 

 
We have learned our rules and 
routines in the classroom and 
the children are beginning to 
access all of the areas with   
increasing independence.   
 

The full time children have been         
fantastic when using cutlery to 
eat their dinners and also have     
beautiful manners!  
 

 
Children have also really enjoyed 
‘Fitness Friday’ participating in 
Cosmic Yoga, playing circle 
games and singing our favourite 
rhymes. Remember your PE kits 
every Friday from now on! 

 
 
We have enjoyed learning the story of 
the Three Little Pigs and have actions 
to go with it! 
 
 
 
Have a lovely half 
term! 
  

Reception 
This half term the children have worked hard to 
settle into their new classroom routines and build 
relationships with their teachers and peers. It has 
been lovely to watch them flourish. We have        
established morning challenges 
known as ‘funky fingers’ to   
develop the children’s fine   
motor skills so thank you to all 
the parents who have brought 
your child to school promptly.  
 

Along with morning challenges 
all children are now taking part 
in daily phonics sessions. This 
has allowed them to develop 
skills to decode and blend   
simple words such as t-a-p. 
This half term we have already 

learnt s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, e. These have 
been stuck in your yellow reading records. 
 

We have also started a new 
approach to writing called 
‘Talk for writing’. Our first 
story was The Three  Little 
Pigs. Children have learnt this 
through actions and made   
simple change to the story 
such as ‘The Three Little Fish and the big bad 
shark’. The children even had a surprise visit from 
the police to help solve our mystery.  

Year One 

Year 1 have made a great start to 
the year and have loved learning the 
stories of The tiger who came to tea 
and The 3 little pigs. We have      
enjoyed using actions to retell the 
story and working in small groups to 
ask one another questions. 

 

In Maths we have enjoyed learning about place 
value and have done lots of different activities to 
help us make and break numbers.  

 

We enjoyed our visit from Hi Impact 
using the app ‘Puppet Pals’ to animate 
our own versions of the 3 little pigs. 
We will be doing this again next half 
term with our new story Kassim and 
the dragon. 

 

We have also enjoyed using the clay 
to make our abstract sculptures as 
part of our topic and art work. We 
all got a bit messy but they look 
fantastic!  

Year Two 
We have been immersed in our 
‘Talk for Writing’ topic, the Three 
Little Pigs. The children have    
enjoyed making puppets, story 
maps and comic strips of the    
original story, before reinventing 
the traditional tale with their own 
innovations.  

We have finished building new 
wolf-proof shelters for the Three 
Little Pigs. The children evaluated 
existing shelters, before         
designing and making their own 
out of scrap materials. They then 
used the iPads to take photos of 
their design and attempted to sell 
the houses to the pigs!  

We have enjoyed having visitors 
working in our classrooms this 
half term. We had Hi-Impact in 
using technology to enhance our 
science curriculum and we enjoyed 
a story from a Spanish speaking 
teacher with the children making 
bookmarks to remind them of the 
story.  
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A massive thank you to the PTA and all 
the parents for the support you have   
given this year. After half term, the PTA 
are hosting their AGM on 1st November 
were they will be  announcing how much 
money they have raised for both schools. 
Last year they raised an incredible 
£13,000! 

They have also been extremely active and 
have planned a range of future events:  

-Pumpkin Competition 31 st October  

-Whitebox Photography 1 8th November 

-Christmas Fair 24th November 
 

Drinks Bottles 
We have been talking in school about the 
importance of water in helping our brains 

to develop and learn. It is particularly   
important for rehydration.   

 

Please do not send in 
juice  

or flavoured water. 
 

Please support our ‘Healthy School’ status 
by ensuring that your child only has water 
in their bottles. Juice or flavoured water 

will be poured away. Thank you.          

 

 
 

Many thanks to those parents who were able 
to attend our Stroke Awareness coffee   
morning today. We were successful in raising 
an amazing £170 and most importantly   
awareness. This could only happen with your 
generosity, your donations and those who gave 
up their time to prepare the room, make cups 
of tea and organise the event. THANK YOU!  
The remaining cakes and raffle prize will be 
available at the end of the school day. Next 
half-term the children will be running their 
own Santa Dash in the playground to raise 
money for this charity that is in our hearts at 
the moment.  

www.stroke.org.uk/donate/make-donation 

Harvest Time 

Many thanks to all the families who       
donated food and drink items for our  
Harvest assembly. Like last year, all the 
donations were collected by Forum     
Housing - a local charity who support, care 
and guide young people in our area. They 
wanted me to pass on their thanks for 
your generosity and really enjoyed        
listening to the children sing their harvest 
songs. 

 

Next half-term we will be 
supporting Charles     
Thompson Mission      
Christmas Appeal - see 
overleaf for details! 

 

Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances  
the holiday club this half-term has had to be 

cancelled. However the clubs will be running in 
school for all the remaining holidays this academic year. The clubs are very 
popular as each day there are a range of fun games and activities hosted by 
the sports coaches in school. There are different competitions each day with 

the highlight being Wet Wednesday! The sessions run from 9am - 4pm and you 
can book on any of the future clubs.  

To book simply visit www.premiersport.org or call 01953 499040.  
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Charles Thompson Mission Christmas Appeal 

This year they are organising a Christmas rucksack appeal for our local homeless and other people in need. The aim is to 
ensure every homeless person in our area receives a gift this Christmas. Items can be packed into a rucksack or if you 

don’t have a rucksack, you can also fill a shoebox. Any Christmas bags will be collected on 7th December and distributed 
to the homeless over the Christmas period. A letter with further details will be sent after half-term - THANK YOU! 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Wednesday 31st October  
Reception & KS1 flu vaccination 

 

PTA AGM (5:45pm Infant School) 
Thursday 1st November 

 

Open Afternoons 
Reception - 5th November 

Year 1 - 7th November 
Year 2 - 8th November 

 

Friday 9th November  
Year 2 War Memorial Visit 

 

Friday 16th November  
Non-uniform day 

 

Friday 23rd November  
Non-uniform day 

 

Saturday 24th November  
Christmas Fair 10:30-1pm 

 

PTA entertainer (after school) 
Thursday 6th December 

 

Charles Thompson Mission collection 
Friday 7th December 

 

Nursery Christmas Workshop 
Monday 10th December  

 

FS2 Christmas Workshops 
Class 3 - 11th December  
Class 2 - 12th December  
Class 1 - 13th December  

 

KS1 performances 
14th, 17th & 18th December  

 

Wednesday 19th December 
Year 1 Chester Zoo Trip  

 

Party Day 
Thursday 20th December 

School Nurse 

If you need to make a referral to the 
School Nurse you can either talk to your 
class teacher or phone Greasby Clinic on 

0151 677 3679. 

Unfortunately despite a good start to 
the year in school, the start of term 
has brought a number of issues for 
the residents in houses located near 
to school. A minority of parents of  
either the Infant or Junior School are 
not parking with consideration for our 
neighbours.  

Residents have seen cars parked on 
their own drives and even across their 
drive stopping them from leaving their 
own property. This is a violation of 
Highway Code rule 243 and residents 
will have no option but to start     
phoning the police in such incidents. 

I would also like to take this            
opportunity to thank our parents who 
park respectfully on the roads near 
school and with courtesy for those 
that live nearby. 

Thank you for your support on this. 

Men and Women’s Clothing: Food items: Other items: Toiletries: 

· New Underwear (S/M) · Toothbrush & Toothpaste · Hair brush / comb 
  

· Chocolate / Sweets 
  

· Small gifts 

· New Socks · Shower gel/ Soap · Sanitary items 
  

· Crisps / Cereal bars · Two man pop up tent 

· Hats, scarves & gloves · Deodorant 
  

· Lip balm · Packet soups · Torch 

· Waterproofs · Razor · Tissues · Drinks · Flask 

· Sleeping bag · Shaving foam · Wash cloth · Other Snacks · Belt 

    · Shampoo/Conditioner · Take away food voucher   


