
Parents’ Reading Workshop



Ten minutes a day can make a difference…



Love of 
reading



Love of Reading

• Daily English lesson ‘Read to Write’ and ‘Talk for Writing’

• 15 minutes a day dedicated ‘read aloud time’ (stories, non-fiction and 
poetry) outside of the English lesson

• ‘Hooked by a book’

• Guided reading in groups daily

• Library time

• Book Club

• Reading Stars and assemblies to celebrate success

• Ear to Hear

• Mystery Reader

• ‘Look for a Book’



Early Reading Skills 



Phonics

• Phonics Screening Check Y1

• phoneme – smallest unit of sound in a word

• grapheme – what the sound looks like written down (one letter or 
groups of letters)

• digraph- two letters that make one sound

• split digraph – two letters that make one sound (split up in word)

• trigraph?

• adjacent consonants- consonants which appear next to each other in 
a word and they represent a different sound (e.g. s and t in stop)



Phase 1 – ongoing 

1. General sound discrimination – environmental skills (sound walks)

2. General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds

3. General sound discrimination – body percussion

4. Rhythm and rhyme

5. Alliteration

6. Voice sounds (be a clock, keep everyone quiet…)

7. Oral blending and segmenting (Toy talk)



Phase Two (Reception)

• Read tricky words I, to, 
go, no, the

• Orally blend and 
segment CVC words

• Blend sounds to read 
VC and, if ready, CVC 
words 

• Segment words into 
sounds to spell CVC 
words (magnetic 
letters)



Phase Three (Reception)

Read tricky words 
•he 
•she 
•we 
•me 
•be 
•was 
•you 
•they 
•all 
•are 
•my 
•he

Blend/segment CVC words



Phoneme frames and sound buttons/lines



Phase Four 
The purpose of this phase is to consolidate children’s knowledge of graphemes in 
reading and spelling words containing adjacent consonants and polysyllabic words.

Moving from CVC to CCVC e.g. top              stop

CVC to CVCC e.g. ten             tent

Children are able to read the tricky words some, one, said, come, do, so, were, 
when, have, there, out, like, little, what

Children are able to spell the tricky words he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, 
they, all, are



Phase Five (Year One)

New graphemes for reading

Alternative spellings

Alternative pronunciations

Phonics First not Phonics Forever – fluency and automaticity is our goal!





Comprehension Skills
• Can children understand what they are reading and retrieve 

information from the text?

• Can children retell the events in sequence?

• Can children link what they are reading to their own experiences of 
the world and other books?

• Can children infer from the text? (read between the lines by finding 
clues)



Developing vocabulary

Vocabulary develops through reading high quality texts and exploring 
words in context – ‘multiple encounters in multiple contexts’

At Overchurch we also promote vocabulary development by acting out 
words, playing matching games, exploring shades of meaning ladders, 
questioning activities (e.g. Would you rather… Hooray or No way) and 
considering the etymology of the word (e.g tri)

Vocabulary 
crown



Read aloud time

As I read the first part of the story, 
become an ‘active listener’ and 
note down on the cards any words 
you think your child will need 
explaining in order to understand 
the text.

Discuss: How will you help your 
child to understand these words? 
What can you draw/talk about/act 
out?



Children’s activity

As children come in, sit with them and talk through your vocabulary 
cards.

Enjoy listening to the story together.

Talk about the book and which parts they liked– can they retell parts 
of it or all of it?

Verbs game – In the pumpkin patch, there are verbs (action words) 
hidden that they will need to understand to read a recipe. Children 
will be chosen to come out and find a verb, hold it up and we will all 
do the action!

Each family will receive a recipe card for pumpkin soup which has 
been sliced up. Use what you have learned today about phonics and 
vocabulary development to read and understand the recipe strips 
and put it back together. Stick it on the paper.



How to make pumpkin soup
Chop the pumpkin into small chunks and put them in a pan.

Add some sliced onions and gently fry them in oil.

Pour hot vegetable stock into the pan and let the soup simmer for ten minutes.

Tip in the cream and mix well.

Sprinkle some salt and pepper into the mixture.

When the ingredients are soft, blend them with a hand blender.

Pour the soup into a bowl.

Eat up your yummy soup!



‘Wirral Look4aBook’


