
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PHONICS EXPECTATIONS 
 

Children who are secure at Phase One: 
 listen attentively 

 enlarge their vocabulary 

 speak confidently to adults and other children 

 discriminate phonemes 

 reproduce audibly the sounds they hear, in order, all through the word 

 orally blend two and three phonemes to make words 

 use sound talk to segment words into phonemes 
 

Children who are secure at Phase Two: 
 give the sound when shown any Phase Two letter, securing first the starter 

letters s, a, t, p, i, n 

 find any Phase Two letter, from a display, when given the sound 

 orally blend and segment CVC words 

 blend and segment in order to read and spell (using magnetic letters) VC 
words such as if, am, on, up and ‘silly names’ such as ip, ug and ock 

 read the five tricky words the, to, no, go 
 

Children who are secure at Phase Three: 
 give the sound when shown all or most Phase Two and Phase Three 

graphemes 

 find all or most Phase Two or Three graphemes, from a display, when 
given the sound 

 blend and read CVC words (i.e. single-syllable consisting of Phase Two and 
Phase Three graphemes) 

 segment and make a phonemically plausible attempt at spelling CVC words 
(i.e. single syllable words consisting of Phase Two and Phase Three 
graphemes) 

 read the tricky words he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they 

 spell the tricky words the, to, no, go 

 write each letter correctly when following a model 



Children who are secure at Phase Four can: 
 give the sound when shown any Phase Two and Phase Three grapheme 

 find any Phase Two and Phase Three grapheme, from a display, when 
given the sound 

 blend and read words containing adjacent consonants 

 segment and spell words containing adjacent consonants 

 read the tricky words some, one, said, come, do, so, were, when, have, 
there, out, like, little, what 

 spell the tricky words he, she, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are 

 write each letter, usually correctly 
 

Children who are secure at Phase 5A: 
 give the phoneme for new reading graphemes taught ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, 

ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e 

 form each letter correctly 
 

Children who are secure at Phase 5B: 
 know common alternative pronunciations for known graphemes (i, o, c, g, 

u, ow, ie, ea, er, a, y, ch, ou) 
 

Children who are secure at Phase 5C: 
 know the alternative spellings for each phoneme /c/ /ch/ /f/ /j/ /m/ /n/ 

/ng/ /r/ /s/ /sh/ /v/ /w/ /e/ /i/ /o/ /u/ /ai/ /ee/ /igh/ /oa/ /oo/ /oo/ /ar/ 
/or/ /ur/ /ow/ /oi/ /ear/ /air/ /ure/ /er/ 

 know the new phoneme /zh/ 

 write common graphemes for any given sound 

 apply phonic knowledge and skill as the prime approach to reading and 
spelling unfamiliar words that are not completely decodable  

 read and spell phonically decodable two and three syllable words 

 read automatically all the words in the list of 100 high frequency words  

 spell accurately most of the words in the list of 100 high frequency words 

 form each letter correctly 
 
 


