
Overchurch Infant School Foundation Subjects Medium Term Planning 2021 

SUBJECT: HISTORY YEAR GROUP: YEAR TWO 
 

FOCUS: HISTORY - Explorers 

 

SESSIONS 
 

 

Learning Intentions 
(linked to NC) 

Revisit and Review Lesson content and outcomes Lesson outcome including 
vocabulary to be captured 

SESSION ONE 
Who is Neil 
Armstrong? 

 

To learn about 
significant individuals 
from the past 
*Understand some of 
the ways we find out 
about the past and 
identify different ways 
in which it is 
represented  

Can you remember 
who we have 
learnt about in 
History?  
-Florence  
-Mary Seacole 
-Martin Luther King 
-Marie Curie  
- Rosa Parks 

Input: Ask the children if they know who Neil Armstrong is? 
Use the PPT to introduce Armstrong to the children. Watch this 
video clip to give the children an initial understanding of his life. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=99&v=eIYi-Zi-
3oc&feature=emb_logo  
Give the children QR codes for a variety of different websites/ 
video links and allow them to complete some research on Neil 
Armstrong.  
Activity: Using Chatterpix on the IPad’s, the children must find a 
picture of Neil Armstrong and make him tell us some of the facts 
about his life using the research they have completed.  
Plenary: Show the children the video below to introduce them to 
the idea of the ‘Race to Space’ and the moon. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/z4w3mfr  

I can talk about Neil Armstrong 
and the key events in his life. 
 
Vocab: 
Space, Solar System, space 
station, mission, Apollo 11, Neil 
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Michael 
Collins 

SESSION TWO 
Timeline of the 
‘Race to Space’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To develop an 
awareness of the past 
using common words 
and phrases relating to 
the past 
To ask and answer 
questions to know and 
understand key features 
of events  
Develop vocabulary of 
historic terms 
* 

Who did we learn 
about last week? 
 
Can you remember 
any key facts? 
 

 Input: Introduce the idea of the ‘Race to Space’ and use the first 
couple of slides of the PPT to explain who the race was primarily 
against, talk about the Solar system, etc. Use the following slides 
to talk through some of the key vocab not yet discussed, e.g. 
decade, timeline, century, etc.  
Activity: Allow the children to explore a timeline of the ‘Race to 
Space’ that will be spread along the Year 2 corridor. The children 
can work in mixed ability partners/ small groups and complete 
the task cards based on the timeline.  
Whilst some children are exploring the timeline, the others can 
either be completing their task cards by recording a video or 
voice note of what they have found on SeeSaw or be creating 
their own Space word search using some of the key vocabulary.  
 
 

I can use a timeline to answer 
questions about space travel 
throughout History. 
Vocab: 

timeline, decade, century, past, 

present, before, during, after, 

Space, Solar System, space 

station, mission, Apollo 11, Neil 

Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Michael 

Collins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=99&v=eIYi-Zi-3oc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=99&v=eIYi-Zi-3oc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/z4w3mfr


SESSION THREE 
Who is Mae C. 

Jemison? 
 

To learn about 
significant individuals 
from the more recent 
past 
* 

What can you 
remember about 
the timeline of 
space? 
 
How has space 
travel changes over 
the years?  

Who is Mae C. Jemison? 
Read Mae Among the Stars by watching the video read aloud 
below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_mfdqyBqT8  
Talk about dreams and achieving them, how Mae didn’t give up, 
worked very hard etc.  
Use PPT to talk through Mae and her life timeline.  
Activity: Complete a ‘Rocket/ Helmet hopes and dreams fact 
booklet’ using the information we’ve found out about Mae so far! 

I can talk about Mae C. Jemison 
and the key events in her life. 
  
Vocab: 
timeline, decade, century, past, 

present, before, during, after, 

similarities, differences, Space, Solar 

System, space station, mission, 

Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong, Buzz 

Aldrin, Michael Collins, Mae C. 

Jemison 

SESSION FOUR 
Changes in 

Space Travel 
 
 
 
 

To compare and 
contrast space travel in 
different periods  

Who was Mae C 
Jemison? 
 
What do we know 
about her? 
 
Where does Mae 
fit in to the 
timeline of space?  

Input: Discuss with children the differences we have noticed 
when looking at Neil Armstrong & Mae C. Jeminson.  
Think about the space suits, rockets, food, technology etc.  
Using the PPT with images of the two different time periods, 
compare and discuss what is different or what is the same? 
Activity: Using the grid worksheet (book work), the children 
should write about what is different or similar about the Space 
Shuttle, food, space suit, technology and people (white man/ 
black woman).  

I can compare and contrast the 
changes in space travel over 
time. 
 
Vocab: 
timeline, decade, century, past, 

present, before, during, after, 

similarities, differences, Space, Solar 

System, space station, mission, 

Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong, Buzz 

Aldrin, Michael Collins, Mae C. 

Jemison 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_mfdqyBqT8

