
YEAR 2 – SPRING 1                 Visual elements – shape, line, pattern, colour, texture                  THEME – EXPLORERS SPACE 

                                                                                        Some suggested artists are:  Miro, Alexander Calder    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Kandinsky 

1.  Learning Outcomes 

                                                                       - to use imagination to develop ideas 

                                                                              -  to learn about shape, pattern, line and tone 
                                                                              -  to learn new techniques and create a textile hanging 
                                                                              -  to reflect and talk critically about work  

                         
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

Overchurch Infant School 

Art Plan 

                         2. Experiment and explore 

Engage the children by listening to – “The 
Planets” by Gustav Holst. (Mars, Venus, Jupiter, 
Uranus). Discuss the similarities and differences 
between the various pieces. Next, using a 
variety of media – oil pastels, chalks, pencil, 
felts, charcoal, paint and a MIXTURE of 
DIFFERENT papers, encourage the children to 
make marks and patterns as they listen to each 
piece of music.  Would the marks be spiky, 
smooth etc?  Play the music again and see what 
marks or images they produce.  Experiment 
with lots of media. Use sketchbooks for this – 
double page divided into four. 

                                      3. Record 

Practise the skill of blending first using various media. See sheet. 
Stimulus – watch parts of “IMAGES FROM UNIVERSE” You Tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtAhaXeAEQw  
Discuss with the children what they can see – colours, shapes and 
patterns etc.  Using black paper and chalks and oil pastels let the 
children create a universe in pairs, thinking carefully about the 
patterns they can see. The video can be left on as they work.  
Model how to blend the chalks to get a ‘soft’ colour finish or layer 
up the colour to get a deeper, richer finish.   
Making the universe 3D:  look at Miro’s paintings as an inspiration 
for shapes etc. They look a bit spacey and alieny!! Model how to 
make 3D shapes with various coloured papers – e.g. folding in a zig 
zag, cutting into a spiral, twisting.  The children can add the paper 
shapes to their picture, making them stand out from the 
background. 
 
 

4. Develop   

                                   

The children now get the chance to make 
their own background of a universe.  Starting 
with black paper again, use poster paints to 
add bursts of colour.  Use a scrunched up 
paper towel to give a mottled effect. Do not 
add too much paint as the black should still 
be visible.  Look at a range of photos of 
astronauts in their suits.  Draw a suit using 
black pen on cartridge paper and cut out the 
visor.  Stick onto the background, so it looks 
like the reflection is in the visor. 

5. Develop ideas 

As a Year group we will produce 3 space 
hangings.  One based around the moon, 
one mars and Saturn.  With black 
material use the skills learned to 
produce a starry universe.  Children 
practise weaving skills and yarn 
wrapping.  Create yarn wrapped planets 
and stars etc. using thick wool.  Attach 
to the background. 

6. Evaluate against intentions 

Did the children achieve the learning 
objectives?  Display children’s evaluations 
and quotes alongside their work. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtAhaXeAEQw

