
 

 
 
 

 
RECEPTION SPRING TERM CURRICULUM 2021-22 

      KEY TEXTS: Jack and the Beanstalk, Jim and the Beanstalk, The Great Race, Love By the Crayons, Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish, Bog Baby, The King of Tiny Things 

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development Key dates 

As communicators, we will: 

• Understand how to listen carefully and why 
listening is important 

• Learn new vocabulary 

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs 

• Connect one idea or action to another using a 
range of connectives. 

• Use talk to help work out problems and 
organise thinking activities, and to explain 
how things work and what might happen. 

• Connect one idea or action to another using a 
range of connectives. 

• Describe events in some detail. 

• Use talk to help work out problems and 
organise thinking activities, and to explain 
how things work and what might happen. 

• Engage in non-fiction books. 

• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction 
to develop a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary. 

C&L ideas and opportunities: 
▪ Listen carefully to stories familiar and new 

▪ Read a range of non-fiction texts and 

remember some key facts 

▪ Use the words ‘and’ and ‘because’ and other 

joining words 

▪ Retell familiar stories using a story map e.g. 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

 

We will: 

• Manage our own needs and personal 
hygiene 

• Know about regular physical activity, 
sensible amounts of screen time and 
having a good sleep routine 

• Show resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

• Identify and moderate their own feelings 
socially and emotionally. 

• Think about the perspectives of others 
PSED ideas and opportunities: 
▪ Continue to follow the rules and routines 

in school. Our school rules are Be nice, 
Work hard and Never give up. 

▪ Encouraging full independence for 
toileting, hygiene and hand washing. 

▪ Attend whole school celebration assembly 
▪ Talk about feelings with others and 

consider the feelings of others e.g. How 
did the Giant feel? Why? What could Jack 
do to help? 

▪ Weekly Jigsaw circle time (Friday) 

 

We will: 

• Revise and refine the fundamental 
movement skills we have already acquired 
such as rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, 
running, hopping, skipping and climbing 

• Develop scissor skills to cut in a line and use 
a guiding hand 

• Develop confidence, competence, precision 
and accuracy when engaging in activities 
that involve a ball. 

• Develop the foundations of a handwriting 
style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 

• Hold a pencil using comfortable tripod grip 

• Use our core muscle strength to achieve a 
good posture when sitting at a table 

PD ideas and opportunities: 
▪ Large letter formation and fine motor 

activities. Children encouraged to ‘air write’ 
new letters learnt in phonics and can 
reproduce letters using chalk, sand etc. 
They’ll be encouraged to produce letters on 
paper with increasingly accurate formation. 

▪ Children not yet using a tripod grip will be 
supported with gross & fine motor activities 

▪ Continued access to tyres for rolling, bikes, 
climbing frame and the forest area for gross 
motor and core muscle strength activities. 

▪ Rope and gloves enhancements in forest 
area for core strength. 

▪ Daily handwriting session to work on 
accurate letter formation. 

Friday 7th January- Jack and the Beanstalk 
pantomime 
Friday 28th January- RSPB Big Birdwatch 
Friday 4th February- Digit Day 
Monday 7th February- Dress to Express- 
Children’s Mental Health Week 

 
Reminders 

Phonics Key Rings  
There are no new sounds now until Phase 5.  
Please keep your keyring at home and work 
on the GPC’s your child doesn’t know. 
Tuesday PE day 
Children should be dressed in their kit with 
appropriate footwear and earrings must be 
removed. 
Forest day 
(C1 & C2 Thursday, C3 Friday) 
Wellies need to be sent into school ASAP if 
your child does not have them already.  
Children may miss out on their forest session 
if they do not have suitable footwear.  It is 
best if children wear tights/trousers and long-
sleeved tops on their forest day. Bare legs are 
not advised. 
Tapestry: Please click ‘like’ when you have 
viewed one of our helpful videos so that we 
can see who is interacting with the support. 
Currently less than a quarter of our parents 
interact with Tapestry.  Please log on weekly 
and like or comment on posts. 



Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

As readers and writers, we will:  

• Read some letter groups that each represent 
one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read an increasing number of ‘tricky’ words 
matched to our phonic programme  

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up 
of words with known letter–sound 
correspondences and, where necessary, a 
few exception words. 

• Re-read these books to build up their 
confidence in word reading, their fluency and 
their understanding and enjoyment. 

• Form lower case letters correctly  

• Write simple sentences, spelling words by 
identifying the sound and writing the letter 
(including digraphs and trigraphs). 

 
Literacy ideas and opportunities: 
▪ See ‘A Guide to Reading’ booklet for 

progression in phonics. 
▪ Learn the patter for lower case letters e.g. ‘c’ 

‘curl around the cat’. See weekly videos on 
Tapestry. 

▪ Children will be encouraged to write simple 
labels, captions and sentences using the 
sounds they have been taught. 

▪ Name writing using different media with a 
focus on accurate formation (Capital letter for 
the first letter only) 

▪ Topical and seasonal texts will be read and 
learnt to help write and retell our own simple 
stories.  

▪ Non-fiction books will be explored to learn 
facts and find out information. 

▪ Writing opportunities will be in lots of areas of 
learning for purposeful application e.g. design 
sheets for the construction. 
 

As mathematicians, we will: 
▪ Count objects, actions and sounds 
▪ Understand the ‘one more than/one less 

than’ relationship between consecutive 
numbers. 

▪ Explore the composition of numbers to 
10. 

▪ Automatically recall number bonds for 
numbers 0–5 and some to 10. 

▪ Continue, copy and create repeating 
patterns. 

▪ Compare length, weight and capacity. 
 
Mathematics ideas and opportunities: 
▪ Visual timetable, routines and our school 

day. 
▪  Measure length using non-standard units 

e.g. cubes.  
▪ Use numberblocks to make a staircase 

representing 1 more as you go up and 1 
less as you go down. 

▪ Use part part whole models to support 
number bonds. 

 

We will: 
▪ Recognise that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate times in different ways 
▪ Comment on images of familiar situations 

in the past.  
▪ Compare and contrast characters from 

stories, including figures from the past.  
▪ Draw information from a simple map.  
▪ Understand that some places are special to 

some members of their community.  
▪ Recognise that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in different 
ways.  

▪ Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries.  
 

UW ideas and opportunities: 
▪ Celebrations and festivals including Lunar 

New Year, Valentine’s day, Pancake day, 
Easter. 

▪ Winter – seasonal change and signs of 
Winter 

▪ Sharing Winter/Seasonal stories, non-fiction 
books, rhymes and poems. 

▪ Watch Go Green with the Grimwades and 
learn the 5 R’s (Reuse, Repair, Recycle, 
Refuse and Reduce) 

▪ Read Mary Anning – Little People, Big 
Dreams 

▪ Our Family album- children talk about their 
photographs and the people that are special 
to them.  Please send in some pictures via 
Tapestry if you have not already done so last 
term, the children do love looking at them 
and sharing them with friends.  

We will: 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of 
artistic effects to express their ideas and 
feelings. Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining ideas and 
developing their ability to represent 
them. Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about 
music, expressing their feelings and 
responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody. 

• Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

• Explore and engage in music making and 
dance, performing solo or in groups. 
 

 
EAD ideas and opportunities: 
▪ Explore use of colour and texture with a 

range of media such as pencils, wax 
crayons, pastels and paints.  

▪ Observational drawings of interesting 
objects  

▪ Printing  
▪ Collage 
▪ Junk modelling -scissor skills, joining and 

changing the shape of items  
▪ Puppet making for storytelling 
▪ Instruments and music- learning new 

songs and adding actions. 
▪ The Spring Festival (CNY) Dances- Lion and 

dragon. Watch the celebrations in 
Liverpool and join in.  

 
 
 
 


