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Early number sense
For many people the subject of Mathematics has negative connotations – memories of experiences that want to be 
forgotten or difficult lessons that have resulted in feelings of confusion or inadequacy.  Adults are often heard 
saying things such as ‘I can ’t do Maths’ or ‘I hated Maths’. The message that these phrases give to our children is 
that Maths is something too difficult and that they may also not be able to ‘do’ it. In reality, Maths is something 
that everyone can enjoy and a subject that everyone can learn. At Overchurch Infants (like many schools in the UK) 
we use the government recommended White Rose Maths scheme. It is based on years of research from countries 
such as Singapore. Their strap line is ‘everyone can do maths’.



Early number sense



Early number sense

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ow8vEmh8lA 

https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ow8vEmh8lA
https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael
https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael
https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael
https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael
https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael


ELGs for Mathematics 
Children at the expected level of development will:

1. Number

Children at the expected level should have a deep understanding of numbers up to 10, 
including composition. They are expected to subitise up to 5 and automatically recall number 
bonds up to 5 (including subtraction) and some bonds up to 10, along with doubles.

2. Numerical Patterns

Children should be able to count verbally beyond 20 and recognize patterns in the number 
system. Furthermore, they should compare quantities up to 10, identifying greater than, less 
than, or equal to, and explore patterns like evens, odds, and doubling.
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Writing numerals











Small steps

= 

big / deep 
understanding





What does Mathematics look like in school?

outside

insidegames

stories



What resources and representations do we use?

tens frames

real objects
Numicon

Numberblocks and lego

part wholes counters



What place value resources and representations 
do we use in KS1?

rekenreks

plastic straws 

dienes / place value sticks

place value charts

place value counters



What shall we use to help us?



Mathematical vocabulary





• add / plus / and

• subtract / minus / take away

• is the same as / is equal to / total / altogether makes

• multiplied by / groups of / lots of / times by

• divided by / shared 

• more / greater /bigger / larger

• less / fewer / smaller 

• greater than / less than 

Math actions





Using sentence stems – oracy icon



and        make   1055

5is made of        and510

Complete the stem sentences.

5



Mathematics at home



Task time!



Task 1



Task 2



Task 3



Task 4



Task 5



Task 6



Task 7



Task 8



Now it’s time to have a go at 
some tasks with your child!

Thank you for listening!
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